
AB 813 (Melendez) 
Election Transparency

 
SUMMARY 

 
AB 813 will require each county’s Registrar 

of Voters and the Secretary of State to post 

the certified statement of election results 

online in a downloadable spreadsheet format 

for public inspection. 
 

PROBLEM 

 
The law requires only one hard copy of the 

election results be posted at the place where 

the votes were counted for public inspection. 

Current technology makes this law seem 

prehistoric and in need of updating. It also 

does not provide an adequate way for an 

individual to analyze the election data to 

maintain that the election was done with 

integrity and honesty.  

 

EXISTING LAW 

 
Current law requires a county’s Registrar of 

Voters to post one hard copy of the election 

results at the counting place for public 

inspection (Sec. 15371).   

 

“California Elections Code §15371. Upon 

completion of the count, the elections 

official shall add to the results as so 

determined, the results of the write-in votes 

and any paper ballots used as certified by the 

precinct board, and thereupon shall declare 

the vote, and forthwith post one copy at the 

counting place for public inspection.” 

 

THE SOLUTION 

 

AB 813 will require each county’s Registrar 

of Voters and the Secretary of State to post  

 

 

 

 

the certified statement of election results 

online in a downloadable spreadsheet file 

such as comma-separated values (.csv) or 

tab-separated values (.tsv). This will allow 

for greater election transparency by allowing 

an individual to easily access and analyze 

election results using modern modes of 

technology such as Microsoft Excel. Voting 

is a fundamental right. It is imperative we 

ensure our elections are carried out with the 

utmost integrity. Modern technology has 

provided greater avenues for ways of 

transparency like never before. It is 

important we utilize them. 

 

FISCAL EFFECT 

 
Unknown at this time. 

 
SPONSOR 

 
Author 

 
For more information: 
Contact Sam Spencer at (916) 319-2067 


